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EDUCATIONAL PUBLICITY — ITS APPLICATION TO LIBRARIES 


by Vivienne Anderson, Associate in Secondary Curriculum 
New York State Education Department 
and Public Relations Specialist 


How can a few rooms in a not too enormous building possibly house a 
great portion of the world's most valuable treasures? Easily — and often! 
For every library is a virtual treasure chest of the recorded ideas and 
impressions that symbolize the culture of the ages, And one of the most 
important services that librarians can render is the public relations ser- 
vice that attracts the community to "share the wealth" and the pleasure 
of reading books, 


The gracious personal interest in the public's book needs and the 
friendly, professional assistance of librarians do much to encourage re=- 
turn visits from scores of readers, The library can be many things to 
the community: a center for research, a haven for recreation and a stin- 


ulant to new ideas, Librarians are public relations people in the truest 
sense because the climate they create and their personal desire to in- 
crease public interest in books are basic to increasing the community's 
use of the library. 


It's More than Books 


Library public relations extend far beyond books and borrowers for 
the library can become a vital center of general community information on 
cultural and local events, An attractive bulletin board near the entrance 
can present an always<current picture of the significant meetings and pro- 
grams being offered in the community. Information for this bulletin board 
can be secured from community groups on a continuing basis, through — 
sonal contacts and memberships of librarians in local 
organizations, from interested borrowers who bring 
their messages to the loan desk and announcements in 
the local newspapers, 


One library moved far beyond simply informing the 
public when the local radio station threatened to stop 
its broadcasts of the New York Philharmonic Symphony 
Orchestra. A public-spirited gentleman stationed him- 
self at the entrance of the reading room and distrib- 
uted postal cards requesting continuation of the 
broadcasts. Readers and their friends mailed the 
cards in such numbers that the broadcasts continued 
"because of public demand." 
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Thus the library can serve as a cultural information center and even 
@ rallying point for commumity action on cultural affairs, This lively 
role in community life enhances the prestige, value and vitality of the 
library and inevitably increases public interest in its offerings, 


Open Door Policy 


Public service and public relations take another step forward when 
the library opens its doors to the meetings of civic and cultural groups. 
If the board room or another room is available during library hours, these 
quarters may be used for meetings of community organizations, Or meeting 
Space can be made available during non-library hours with the visiting 
group paying the cost of utilities and custodial service, 


Many local groups would welcome the use of the library for meetings 
on books, public affairs, travel and similar subjects, Some libraries 
offer their facilities for an evening-a-week of hi-fi, others for the 
showing of famous motion picture classics, This is a utilization of space 
that attracts large numbers of visitors, And frequently the participants 
develop a keen appetite for books and periodicals related to the themes 
they have discussed, 


Best Books for Meetings 


A double service can be rendered by supplying groups with briefly 
annotated lists of selected books that are directly related to the themes 
of meetings held in the library. One library that started this service 
found itself receiving enthusiastic requests for book lists to be used at 
a variety of meetings throughout the commmity. Whenever possible a li- 
brarian presented the list at the close of the session with a few descrip- 
tive words to arouse further interest in the books, If this procedure 
could be followed for eight or ten well-attended meetings during the year, 
it might prove effective to present not only the book list but the volumes 
themselves for on-the-spot borrowing. 


The library can also attract readers by preparing lists of the best 
fiction and nonfiction of the year, selected by committees of local 
citizens who represent active civic and social organizations, Annotated 
lists of books for Christmas giving are of real value to gift seekers 
during the holiday season, Such lists can be distributed in the library, 
published in the local newspapers and discussed as a public service on 
local radio stations, 


On Display 


Displays can attract widespread public interest, first to the library 
itself, and second, to related books that can be borrowed, 


In one community, the public school adult education director arranges 
for the evening school art program to hold a midwinter exhibition of 
crafts and paintings in the public library and a spring display at the 
school library. Selected books on many phases of art are arranged as a 
part of the exhibition, Librarians delight in watching viewers drift from 
the art objects to the bookrack and finally, to the loan desk. 
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Displays of interesting hobbies, collections and subjects that re~- 
flect the diverse talents and interestsof the community can attract many 
welcome visitors who might not ordinarily frequent the library, 


When displays are presented, every effort should be made to publicize 
them in the local newspapers, on radio and on television, In fact, dis- 
plays and meetings provide the library with excellent subjects for news 
and feature coverage in the local mass media of communication, Newspapers 
are always on the lookout for human interest stories, attractive picture 
possibilities and newsworthy speakers, 


Radio, TV and the Press 


Library programs make excellent, tasteful public service shows for 
local radio and television stations, One library combines its talents 
and resources with the senior high school dramatic club to present radio 
readings in a "Magic of Books" broadcast, Visiting or resident authors 
in the community can provide colorful radio and television interviews. 


Spot announcements help to publicize library displays; Children's 
Book Week; Know Your Library Month, sponsored by the National Federation 
of Women's Clubs and other features of public interest, 


The library has much to gain by taking full advantage of the most 
popular radio and television programs, Special book collections related 
to these shows can be featured weekly or monthly. A program like "Dis- 
neyland" ties in with scores of books on animals, the sea, nature and 
folklore; "Robinhood," with stories of colorful, courageous heroes; "Meet 
the Press," with books on world affairs, The English department of a 
senior high school aroused a tremendously increased interest in books by 
using TV as a motivating force for reading. 


Newspapers will publicize your special events, your meetings, your 
visiting authors and displays, An annual book fair, with students dressed 
in authentic costumes to represent well-known fictional characters will 
attract news as well as picture coverage, 


Your pictorial annual report provides the press with the basis for 
a worthwhile news story, If you survey your community or some segment of 
it to discover which books are currently the most popular, the local papers 
will be eager to publish the results of your poll, Imagination and careful 
planning can create many story possibilities for the papers, 


The library should send properly prepared press releases to the 
newspapers so that the city desk respects the library as a worthy source 
of correctly released news, 


Strength in Numbers 


The library's public relations program can be ably abetted by a 
committee composed of representatives of the community's most active, 
civic-social organizations, Such a committee will project your program 
and services to the groups it represents and bring to the library a variety 
of ideas for enriching its service and its relations with the public. 
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Year by year, such a committee should create a definite, organized, on- 
going program of public relations for the library. 


Medicine, science, law and engineering have reached a high point in 
dramatizing themselves as desirable careers in the minds of the American 
public, As a result, many people aspire to these top priority "prestige 
professions," 


Librarians, along with professional educators, can learn a lesson 
from the adroit, systematic, organized use of the commmications media by 
medicine, science and law, For schools and libraries are in desperate 
need of the prestige and the public interest and support required to 
translate their limitless resources into a rich, living, everyday culture 
for all Americans, 


RECOMMENDED READING 
Books 


Barnouw, Erik, Mass communication: television, radio, film, press, 
Rinehart, 1956. $4.50. 
Bernays, E.L. Public relations, Univ, of Oklahoma Press, 1952, $5. 
ed. The engineering of consent. Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 
1955. $3.75. 
Fine, Benjamin, Educational publicity; rev, ed. Harper. 1951. $6. 
& Anderson, Vivienne, The school administrator and the 
press, Croft. 1956, $2.50. 
- The school administrator and his publications, Croft, 


$2.50. In press. 
Griswold, Glenn, & Griswold, D.P., eds. Your public relations; the 
standard public relations handbook, Funk, 1948. $7.50. 


Pamphlets and Periodicals 


Associated Press, The AP Writing Handbook, The Associated Press, 50 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, 1951. 

Bernstein, Theodore M, Get More Out of Your Newspaper, The New York 
Times, 1953. 

Editor and Publisher--The Fourth Estate, Weekly, Charles R, Stuart, 
1475 Broadway, New York 36, 

National Citizens Commission for the Public Schools, How Can Citizens 
Work with the Press? A Guide to Public Relations in the Schools, 
2 West 45th Street, New York 36, 1955. 

National School Public Relations Association. It Starts in the Classroom; 
A Public Relations Handbook for Classroom Teachers. The Association. 
1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 1951. 
. Let's Go To Press; A Guide to Better School News Reporting, The 
Association, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 1954. 

New York Central Railroad. How to Meet the Press, New York Central Rail- 
road Company, Public Relations Department. 466 Lexington Avenue, 
New York 17, 1947. 

New York University, Office of Information Services, Style Book, New 
York University Press, 1953. 

Walrath, Jean, The Teacher and the Press, New York State Teachers 
Association, 152 Washington Avenue, Albany 6, N.Y, 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E, McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


*Allen, Fred, Much ado about me, Little. $5. 

Witty autobiography by the late humorist, John Florence Sullivan, who 
writes of early years in Boston, vaudeville and stage experiences 
through the '20s. B or 92 


Arruza, Carlos, & Conrad, Barnaby. My life as a matador, Houghton, 
$4.50. 

Now retired, the famous Mexican bullfighter adds to details of his 
personal and professional life information on the art he perfected 
and a colorful picture of important bullring events in many countries. 
Photographs, B or 92 


Bibby, Geoffrey. The testimony of the spade. Knopf. $6.75. 

Tells the fascinating story of our early ancestors in the northern 
half of Europe and the men who "gradually built up a science of looking 
for prehistoric objects." Maps, photographs, drawings, Index. 913.4 
*The seven caves; archaeological explorations in the Middle East, by 
C.S. Goon (Knopf. $5.75. 571) describes for the layman the explora- 
tions from Tangier to Afghanistan and includes entertaining anecdotes 
of the peoples whom the author came to know through working with them, 
Maps, photographs, drawings. Index, 


Blond, Georges, The great migrations; tr. by Frances Frenaye, 
Macmillan. $4. 

With literary skill the latest scientific findings about "the most 
typical and to some extent the most dramatic" of the migratory species 
are delightfully detailed. 591.52 


*Borland, H.G. High, wide and lonesome, Lippincott. $3.75. 
Flavorsome, boyhood renuniscences of pioneering on a Colorado home- 
stead before World War I that inelude an appreciation of the writer's 
spunky mother and editor-father who had a heritage of adventuring. 

818.5 


YP *Burman, B.L. It's a big country; America off the highways, Reynal. $4. 

R Through little-known regions the intrepid author traveled and here 
sketches with color aff humor his unusual adventures, Photographs and 
drawings. 917.3 
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Clift, Charmian, Mermaid singing. Bobbs-Merrill. $3.75. 

Poetic account of a year on the Greek island of Kalymnos where the 
author with her husband and their two children, having left a pleas- 
antly cushioned life in London, enjoyed the beauties of the landscape, 
native customs and the people, Drawings, 914.995 


Compton, A.H. Atomic quest; a personal narrative. Oxford Univ. $5. 
The director of the Metallurgical Laboratory at the University of 
Chicago, 1941-45, reviews for the general reader the development of 
atomic energy, paying credit to the leading scientists responsible 
and discussing peacetime uses, Photographs, Index, 623.451 


Delarue, Paul, ed. The Borzoi book of French folk tales, Knopf. $5. 
Delightful collection of familiar and lesser known tales, which, re- 
told through the years in France, have "acquired characteristics that 
are unique." Drawings. Sources, 398,21 


Evans, Charles, On climbing, Barnes, A.S. $5. 
A member of the successful Everest expedition discusses mountaineering 
techniques for beginners, essential equipment and first aid measures, 
recalling exciting climbs in the British Isles and other countries, 
Maps, photographs, diagrams, Index, 796.5 
YP *In Challenge of the Andes; the conquest of Mount Huantsan, by C.G, 
Egeler and T, de Booy (McKay. $4.50. 918.52), two Dutch geologists 
describe a three-man ascent of Peru's highest unclaimed peak and their 
valuable study of rock formations in the Cordillera Blanca range. 
Maps, photographs, drawings, 


Fane, F.D, & Moore, Don, The naked warriors. Appleton. $5. 
Exciting account, often in the men's own words, of the daring and 
dangerous work of the U.S, Navy Underwater Demolition Teams during 
World War II and the Korean conflict and in location and salvage 
operations, Endpaper map, photographs. Index. 359.98 


Fowler, Charles, High fidelity; a practical guide. McGraw-Hill. $4.95. 
The publisher of High Fidelity magazine explains in easy language for 
the intelligent reader basic principles of sound reproduction and the 
many aspects that will improve pleasurable listening. Figures, 
Appendix, index, 681,843 


Gabrielson, Mrs, Catherine, The story of Gabrielle. World Pub, $2.75. 
A mother's beautifully expressed record of a lovely young girl's last 
days on earth; recalls John Gunther's Death be not proud. B or 92 


George, A.L., & George, Mrs. J.L. Woodrow Wilson and Colonel House; 

a personality study. Day. $6. 

Illuminating, well-researched portrait of Wilson, the statesman, as 
revealed in his wnique collaboration with his political adviser, Por- 
trait frontispiece, Notes and bibliography. Index, B or 92 


YP *Kaltenborn, H.V. It seems like yesterday. Putnam. $5.95. 

RH From William Jennings Bryan's first campaign to desegregation, this 
interesting quarto reviews 60 years of "eventful history" as witnessed 
by the widely known, veteran newspaperman @md broadcaster, Photographs, 
Index, 973 » 9 
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*Karelitz, Samuel, When your child is i11; a guide to children's dis- 
eases with answers to 1,001 questions, Simon & Schuster, $4.95. 
Encyclopedic volume by an experienced pediatrician, summarizing current 
knowledge so that parents can recognize symptoms and understand treat- 
ment prescribed A the physician, Glossary, index. 618.9 
Your child's speech, by F.R. Schreiber (Putnam. $3.50. 136.7) is "a 
practical guide for parents for the first five years" (subtitle), pre- 
pared for laymen by a teacher of speech, Recommended reading, index. 


Krutch, J.W. The great chain of life, Houghton, $3.75. 

Using interesting illustrations of insect and animal behavior, the 
noted writer suggests "the privileges rather than the limitations in- 
volved" in man's being like an animal, Drawings. 591 


The Ladies' home journal treasury; selected from the complete files 

by J.M. Brown and the editors, Simon & Schuster, $7.50. 

A "must" for every library that wishes a one-volume record of changing 
America since 1883, as reflected in prose, poetry and illustrations, 
Quarto, Index, 808.8 


Marshall, S.L.A. Pork Chop Hill; the American fighting man in action, 
Korea, Spring, 1953. Morrow, $5, 

Vivid, personalized narrative, depicting in detail the 7th Infantry 
Division's heroic victory, "won by the troops and lost to sight by 
the people..." Maps, drawings, Index. 951.9 


Merton, Thomas, The silent life, Farrar, $3.50. 
With rare literary quality, the author of The seven storey mountain 


writes of the monastic life and spirit as found in the more important 
communal and solitary Orders, Photographs, Index. 271 


*Moody, Ralph, The home ranch, Norton. $3.50. 
Continues the engaging reminiscences of “Little Britches" as a 12~ 
year-old cowhand in Colorado. Drawings, 917,88 


Moraes, F.R, Jawaharlal Nehru, Macmillan, $6.75. 

Detailed, informing biography by the editor of The Times of India, 
presenting the great leader "against the background of the Indian 
nationalist movement," Map. Photograph frontispiece, Appendix, 
bibliography, index. B or 92 


*O'Neill, C.K. Wild train; the story of the Andrews raiders, Random 
House, $6. 

Told in the "sifted words" of the participants, this authentic account 
of a hair-raising Civil War epic details the heroic but unsuccessful 
attempt by 22 Yankees to run a stolen Confederate engine from Georgia 
into Tennessee, Maps, photographs, 973.733 


Parry, J.H. & Sherlock, P.M, A short history of the West Indies, 

St Martin's, $5, 

Two faculty members of the University College of the British West 
Indies provide a readable account of the development of the different 
islands in the light of world events since 1492, Maps, photographs, 
Further reading, index. 972.9 
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Plomer, W.C.F., Double lives, Noonday, $3.50. 

The noted English writer depicts with wit and candor his parents! ad- 
venturous life in South Africa at the turn of the century, his English 
schooling and a later interlude in Japan, B or 92 


Randall, C.B, Over my shoulder; a reminiscence, Little, $3.50. 
From boyhood in a New York State village to first steel and coal con- 
sultant for the Marshall Plan and now, retirement, this small book 
breathes optimism and is a delight to read. B or 92 


Randall, Mrs. R.P, The courtship of Mr, Lincoln, Little, $3.75. 
Young Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln in the years 1839-42 come alive 
in this "great American love story," based to a large extent on con- 
temporary letters, Photographs. Bibliographical note, 

(Pub, date: Feb. 4) B or 92 


Romulo, C.P,, & Gray, M.M. The Magsaysay story. Day. $5. 
Informal, admiring biography of the President of the Philippine Re- 
public which adds to an account of his rise to leadership personal 
details and incidents, Photographs, Index, B or 92 


Roosenburg, Henriette, The walls came tumbling down, Viking. $3.50. 
Striking narration of the liberation of four young Dutch prisoners 

in World War II after incredible treatment and ingenious efforts to- 
ward survival, Appeared in part in The New Yorker, 940.54 


Rowe, B.L. Under my wings. Bobbs-Merrill. $4. 

With warmth and humor a retired pilot for Pan American Airways re- 
counts exciting adventures of more than 40 years-<barnstorming, stunt- 
flying, service in two World Wars and experiences as Captain of a 
commercial passenger plane, B or 92 


Runes, D.D., ed. Treasury of world literature, Philosophical Lib, 
$15. 

Alphabetical arrangement of writings in many forms from diverse cul- 
tures, with brief notes on authors, Of reference values, R890.82 


A treasury of Asian literature, ed. by J.D, Yohannan (Day. $7.50. 
890.82) is a valuable collection of the secular and sacred literature 
of Asia, arranged by literary types, Bibliographies, chronologies, 


Sarton, May. The Fur Person, Rinehart, $2.75. 

Delicious story about a Gentlemen Cat who becomes a Fur Person by 
deciding to stay with two, rare "catly humans" as long as he lives. 
Tllustrations. 636.8 


Seltzer, L.B, The years were good, World. $4. 

The editor of The Cleveland Press writes a clear-cut tale of starting 
to work at 13 and of continuing zest in his profession and in living. 
Photographs, Index, B or 92 


YP *Sockman, R.W, A lift for living. Abingdon. $2. 


R Selections from the noted minister's syndicated columns and radio ser- 
mons offer practical suggestions for spiritual and mental growth, 248 
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Stearns, M.W. The story of jazz. Oxford. $5.75. 

Tracing the history of jazz from its West African origins, this 
scholarly and readable volume by a founder and director of the In- 
stitute of Jazz Studies in New York includes portraits of leading 
exponents, Photographs, Notes, bibliography, index, 785.42 
Guide to jazz, by Hugues Panassie and Madeleine Gautier; tr. by A. 

A, Gurwich (Houghton, $4. 785.42) is an alphabetically arranged 
"ready reference source to all aspects of authentic jazz: history and 
background, musicians and bands, styles, instruments, the great 
standard tunes, and definitions of technical terms." Photographs, 


Still, Bayrd. Mirror for Gotham; New York as seen by contemporaries 
from Dutch days to the present, New York Univ, Press, $7.50. 
Skilful historical portrait of a rapidly changing city which somehow 
retains "the virtually constant fundamentals of ... personality and 
growth." Photographs, Notes, bibliography, index. 917.471 
As I pass, O Manhattan, by E.M, McCullough (Coley Taylor. $10. 
917.471 is a rich anthology of historical and biographical writings, 
poetry and fiction, chronologically arranged to present a "compre- 
hensive impression of New York." No index, 


*Stuart, Jesse, The year of my rebirth, McGraw-Hill. $4.75. 

The versatile Kentucky writer's inspiring, month-by-month journal, 

kept during a year of recovery from a heart atiack, Chapter heads, 
B or 92 


Taylor, R.L. Center ring; the people of the circus, Doubleday. $3.50. 
Seven fascinating chapters by a lifelong circus devotee, all but one 
reprinted from The New Yorker, 791.3 


Terry, Walter, The dance in America, Harper. $4. 

Delightful essays by the dance critic and dance editor of the New 

York Herald Tribune deal with the heritage and rich present of America's 
dance and its leading exponents on stage and screen, Photographs, 
Index, 793.3 


Thomas, L.J, Seven wonders of the world, Hanover House, $6.95. 
How the current Cinerama production with the same title as this book 
came into being through travel in five continents and 40 countries 
is described with the narrator's usual verve. Photographs, some in 
color, 910.4 


Thomas, Tay & Thomas, Lowell, Jr. Our flight to adventure. Doubleday, 
$5.95. 

In their own single-engine plane, "Charlie," the author and his wife 
flew to Spain, Africa, the Middle East and Asia and here are their 
impressions of the "world's more remote peoples," Endpaper map, 
photographs, some in color, 910.4 


Y *Weatherhead, L.D. Prescription for anxiety. Abingdon. $2.50. 


In down-to-earth counsel, the minister of London's City Temple, an 
eminent psychologist, shares with the frightened or worried person 
what he himself has "learned about coping with mental distress." 248 
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Y —_ Don, The FBI story; a report to the people, Random House, 
AD. 

A distinguished journalist presents an enlightening, unbiased record 
of the Bureau, describing the agent=training program and citing case 
histories to show how the organization works against crime and sub- 
version, Notes, index, 351.74 
The rise of Scotland Yard, by D.G. Browne (Putnam, $5. 351.74) is 
an authoritative history of England's great law enforcement agency from 
its beginnings as a London police body to its present position of in- 
ternational fame, Photographs, Bibliography, index, 


Wibberley, L.P.0, The trouble with the Irish (or the English, de- 
pending on your point of view), Holt. $3. 

Entertaining and discerning, "story book" by an Anglo-Irishman who 
intersperses lively comments and anecdotes with history, 941.5 


Yi, Miryok (Mirok Li), The Yalu flows, a Korean childhood; tr. by 
H.A. Hammelmann, Michigan State Univ. $3. 

Charming picture of the peaceful world of the author's youth before 
the Japanese occupation of his country. Wood engravings. 915.19 


Fiction 


Agnon, S.J. & others, Tehilla, and other Israeli tales, Abelard- 
Schuman, $3.50, 

Nine stories, representative of contemporary Hebrew literature, range 
in theme from a saintly old woman to tragedy in a suburban boarding 
house and are tender, dramatic or ironic, Biographical notes, index, 


YP "Cadell, Mrs, Elizabeth, I love a lass. Morrow. $3.50. 

RH A charming chateau in France is the setting for a gay, pleasant ro- 
mance centered in two young Englishmen who, stranded on a holiday trip, 
are rescued by a domineering old Countess, 


Dodson, Kenneth, Stranger to the shore, Little, $3.95. 

Kurt Mueller, expert ship's carpenter, goes ashore at the Chilean 
port of Felicidad in 1942 and finds himself embroiled in unexpected 
romance, a rough tavern brawl and Nazi machinations in an exciting, 
if not entirely credible, yarn. 


Duggan, A.L. Winter quarters, Coward=-McCann, $3.75. 

A Gallic noble, Camul, tells this story with authentic atmosphere of 
his and his friend, Acco's, enlistment as Roman mercenaries, their 
march with the legions through Syria and the Parthian desert where 
Acco dies in battle, while Camul stays on patrol duty. 


PR *Ferguson, Ruby. For every favour, Little. $3.95. 

H Spanning the years 1880-1953, this pleasing novel follows the career 
of enigmatic Edward Shrewsbury who, beginning as a footman, loyally 
served many great English households, an understanding witness of re- 
laxing standards as the era of gracious living passed. 


YP *Harwood, Alice, Seats of the mighty. Bobbs-Merrill, $4.50. 

RH Skilful, absorbing biographical novel of James Stuart, illegitimate 
son of James V of Scotland and devoted brother of Mary Queen of Scots, 
vividly re-creating the dramatic period, 
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PR Kirst, H.H. Forward, Gunner Asch! tr, from the German by Robert Kee. 
Little. $3.95. 


at the Russian front, still wimpressed by the Nazi system and amus- 
ingly critical of his dedicated superiors, 


Nathan, Robert, The Rancho of the Little Loves. Knopf. $3. 

To remind men in this troubled world that they must love one another, 
Blessed Pierre and St, Odule leave Heaven and, finding themselves in 
the Mojave Desert, bring happiness to a young girl and her lover in 
this delicate, amusing fantasy. 


Norris, Frank, Tower in the West. Harper. $3.95. 

Living in the shadow of an admired older brother, leading architect 
of his time, whose last work was the famous St, Louis hotel, Tower in 
the West, the narrator in this ruminative, interesting novel discloses 
his intense loyalty which involved marriage to his sister-in-law and 
care for his niece and nephew before fulfilling his own love, 


Prescott, H.F.M. Son of dust, Macmillan. $3.75. 

Classic tale of 11th century Normandy and of the surpassing love of 
Fulcun Geroy for Dame Alde, wife of another, related with depth and 
beauty. 


Romaniello, John, Bird of Sorrow, Kenedy, $3.50. 

Father Roman of St. Joseph's Mission in Kwangsi Province depicts with 
touching simplicity and humor his last months in China after the 
Communists gained control, 


Schmitt, Gladys, A small fire, Dial. $3.50. 

When sardonic Arthur Sanes, with a reputation of concert appearances 
and recordings, comes as professor of piano to a second-rate College 
of Fine Arts, he causes a minor upheaval among students and faculty, 

as the youthful voice teacher recounts in this absorbing, sophisticated 
narrative with devastatingly accurate detail. 


*Spencer, Elizabeth, The voice at the back door, McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 
Duncan Harper, acting sheriff of a Mississippi county, seals his 
personal and political doom when he demands equal justice for Negroes 
and white men in a poignant, compelling novel, lightened with humor 
and sensitive perception of the complexities of small town life. 


Stafford, Jean, & others, Stories. Farrar, $3.95. 

Jean Stafford, John Cheever, Daniel Fuchs and William Maxwell have 
made their own selections of stories that they like, Mainly reprinted 
from The New Yorker. 


YP *Street, J.H. Captain Little Ax. Lippincott. $3.95. 

R At 17, pint-sized "Little Ax" Trowbridge was Captain of the Cradle 
Company, fighting on the side of the South, and many were the trials 
on the battlefield and in romance that he overcame to vindicate his 
father's death at Shiloh, 
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Do Not Overlook: 


Alvarez, Marguerite d', All the bright dreams, Harcourt, $5. 8B or 92 
Bauer, R.A, & others.How the Soviet system works. Harvard. $4.75. 947,085 
Bentley, E.R. What is theatre? Horizon, $3.50. 792 
Church, Richard, Over the bridge. Dutton. $3.75. B or 92 
Family handyman, Book of kitchen and bathroom ideas; comp, by J.L. 
Springer, Harper. $1.95. 643.7 
Family handyman. Painting and redecorating book, Harper, $1.95. 698.1 
Gittler, J.B., ed. Understanding minority groups, Wiley. $3.25. 325.73 
Goldman, E.F, The crucial decade; America, 1945-1955. Knopf. $4. 973.918 
King, J.K, Southeast Asia in perspective, Macmillan, $5. 950 
Krokover, Rosalyn, The new Borzoi book of ballets, Knopf. $6, 792.8 
LaFarge, John, A report on the American Jesuits, Farrar. $4.50. 271.5 
Leedy, P.D, Reading improvement for adults, McGraw-Hill, $5.95. 428.4 
Lockwood, C,A, & Adamson, H.C, Through hell and deep water, Greenberg. 
$4.50. 940.54 
McCormick, Mrs, A.O, The world at home; selections from the writings of 
Anne O'Hare McCormick, ed. by M.T, Sheehan, Knopf. $4.50. 973.915 
— S.B, Korea's heritage; a regional & social geography. Tuttle. 
56 915.9 
Mitford, Nancy, ed. Noblesse oblige; an enquiry into the identifiable 
characteristics of the English aristocracy, Harper. $3. 428.3 
Morenus, Richard, Alaska sourdough; the story of Slim Williams, Rand 
McNally. $3.75. 917.98 
Morgan, T.B, Friends and fellow students, Crowell. $5. 915.4 
Perkins, Dexter, Charles Evans Hughes and American democratic statesman- 
ship, Little, $3.50. B or 92 
Ranney, Austin, & Kendall, Willmoore, Democracy and the American party 
system, Harcourt, $7.75. 329 
Robins, Elizabeth, Raymond and I, Macmillan. $4.50. 917.98 
Rockwell, F.F., & Grayson, Mrs, E.C, The complete book of lawns. Doubleday. 
$3.95. 635.964 
Roosevelt, Nicholas. Creative cooking, Harper. $4. 641.5 
Russell, B.A., 3d earl. Portraits from memory, and other essays, Simon 
& Schuster, $3.50. 824 
Schwarz, L.W., ed. Great ages and ideas of the Jewish people, Random 
House, $5. 296 
Sheean, Vincent. First and last love, Random House, $4.75. 780.073 
Shuster, G.N. In silence I speak; the story of Cardinal Mindszenty today 
and of Hungary's "New Order." Farrar. $4.50. B or 92 
Smallzried, K.,A, The everlasting pleasure; influences on America's kitch- 
ens, cooks and cookery, from 1565 to the year 2000,Appleton.$6. 641.09 
Stark, Freya, The Lycian shore, Harcourt. $6.50. 915.6 
Teller, W.M, The search for Captain Slocum, Scribner, . $3.95. B or 92 
Thurber, James.Further fables for our time, Simon & Schuster.$3.50. $817.5 
oral V.H. How to choose, plan, equip, and decorate kitchens, “re 
50956 3 
Wilbur, Richard, Things of this world; poems, Harcourt, $3. 811.5 


Note: The titles listed above have been examined and are worth purchase, 
Due to lack of space and unavailability of advance copies when they are 

requested, many good books are not reviewed at the time of publication. 

This listing attempts to repair previous omissions, 
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AMERICANA: FACT, FICTION AND FANTASY 


Benet, Rosemary and Stephen, Book of Americans, Rinehart, $3. 
These fifty-six poems about famous men and women in American life are 
both good poetry and history, (8-11) 


Elting, Mary. The first book of Indians, Watts. $1.95. 
’ aac presentation of the first Americans for younger readers, 
7-9 


Forbes, Esther, Johnny Tremain, Houghton. $3. 
The story of Johnny and Boston's fight for independence is the master- 
piece of juvenile historical fiction. (12=14) 


Greene, Marjorie, Cowboy of the Ramapos, Abelard. $2.50. 
Young Geoffrey Blackburn helps defeat the Cowboys and free the army's 
food supply in a little-known Revolutionary War episode, (8-12) 


Lawson, Robert. Mr. Revere and I, Little, $3. 
Sherry, Paul Revere's horse, pokes good fun at Sam Adams, the Minute 
Men and the British, (8-11) 


McCracken, Harold. Winning of the West, Garden City. $2. 
Magnificent illustrations by Lee Ames capture the force and vitality 
of McCracken's story of westward expansion, (7-12) 


Malcomson, Anne, Yankee Doodle's cousins, Houghton, $3.50. 

A fine collection of stories and legends of American heroes arranged 
war to the section of the country from which they originate, 

13 


Means, Florence C. Shuttered windows, Houghton, $2.75. 
A northern Negro girl goes south and discovers the hardship and the 
glory of being a Negro in modern America, (12-14) 


Nolan, Jeannette C, Benedict Arnold, Messner, $2.95. 
A "depth" portrayal of America's most infamous traitor and the people 
who shaped his life, (9-12) 


Pratt, Fletcher, The Civil War, Garden City. $2. 
A fully illustrated big book for younger readers which gives them a 
good introduction to the Civil War, (8-11) 


Wilder, Laura I, The little house in the big woods, Harper. $2.75, 
This first book sets the tone and pace of the series— excitement 
without sensationalism, warmth without sentimentality, 


Selected by Dorothy M. Broderick, Children's Librarian, 
in the Rego Park Branch of Queens Borough Public Library 
for Children's and Young People's Section of NYLA; 
Mabel B, Bell, Chairman Book Committee. 





A SELECTED LIST OF 


fossa]  Kecent Accessions 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E, Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 
These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library, Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books, 
BIOGRAPHY 


Foster, Edward, Mary E,. Wilkins Freeman, New York, Hendricks House, 
1956. 229p. 813.5 F&55af 


Hiroshige. Ando Hiroshige, 1797-1858, Text by Sei-ichiro Takahashi; 
English adaptation by C.8. Terry, Rutland, Vt., Tuttle .19563 
lv. (Kodansha library of Japanese art, no, 3) 761.283 H668t 


Kelsey, Vera. Young men so daring; fur traders who carried the frontier 
west, Indianapolis, Bobbe-Merrill ¢19563 2688p, 978 K298 


Mack Smith, Denis, Garibaldi, a great life in brief, New York, Knopf, 
1956. 207p. 945.08 Zg2m 


Saltman, Avrem, Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, London; Univer- 
sity of London, Athlone Press, 1956, 594p. (University of Lon- 
don historical studies, 2) 283.42 Zt3e 

CITIES AND TOWNS 

Alexandersson, Gunnar, Industrial structure of American cities; a 
geographic study of wrban economy in the United States, Lincoln, 
University of Nebraska Presse ,-19565 133p. 338 A379 


Aronovici, Carol, Commmity building: science, technique, art, Garden 
City, N.Y., Doubleday, 1956, 354). 711 A766 


Council of State Governments, The States and the metropolitan problem; 
a report to the Governors' Conference, Chicago -19563 153p. e 
352.073 C859 


LAWNS AND PASTURES 


Prince, F.S. Grassland farming in the humid Northeast. Princeton, W.J, 
Van Nostrand 19569 44lp. 633.2 P954 


Rockwell, F.F. The complete book of lawns... by F.F. Rockwell and £,C, 
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Grayson, Garden City, N.Y., American Garden Guild, 1956. 190p. 
635.964 R684 


PARKING LOTS, SHOPPING CENTERS AND TRADING STAMPS 
Joint Committee on Urban Traffic Congestion and Parking, Parking: legal, 


financial, administrative, Saugatuck, Conn., Eno Foundation for 
Highway Traffic Control, 1956. 196p. S 629.21343 J74 


Kelley, E.J, Shopping centers; locating controlled regional centers, 
Saugatuck, Conn,, Eno Foundation for Highway Traffic Control, 1956, 
192p. S 711,552 K2g9 


Vredenburg, H.L, Trading stamps. ,Bloomington, Bureau of Business Re= 
search, School of Business, Indiana University (19563 159p. 
(Indiana business report no. 21) S 658.82 V979 


POLITICS AND CAPITALISM 


Bowles, Chester, American politics in a revolutionary world, Cambridge, 
Harvard University Press, 1956, 13lp. (The Godkin lectures at 
Harvard University, 1956) 973.92 B787 


Strachey, John, Contemporary capitalism. New York, Random House ,1956) 
374p. 330.15 S89c 
REINHOLD NIEBUHR 


Hofmann, Hans, The theology of Reinhold Niebuhr, Translated by Louise 
P, Smith, New York, Scribner, 1956. 269p. 230.41 N665Ah 


Odegard, H.P. Sin and science; Reinhold Niebuhr as political theologian, 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, Antioch Press -19569 245p. 261.7 N665A0 


SPARE TIME PURSUITS 


Angerman, V.D. How to find a buyer for your invention; when, how, and 
where to sell your invention, Chicago, Science and Mechanics Pub, 
Co. 19563 1186p. 608 A587 


Hazeltine Corporation, Principles of color television, by the Hazeltine 
laboratories staff, Compiled and edited by Knox McIlwain , and; 
C.E. Dean, New York, Wiley ,19563 595p. 621,383 H429p 


Ishimoto, Tatsuo, The art of growing miniature trees, plants and land- 
scapes. New York, Crown Publishers ;1956] 143p. 635.977 I79 


James, Burnett, Hi-fi for pleasure; a guide to equipment. Boston, C.T, 
Branford Co, (19561 134p. 681,843 J27 
THAILAND AND TANGANYIKA 
Cloete, Rehna, The nylon safari, by Rehna Cloete, "Tiny." Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1956. 276p. 916.78 C643 


Kuhn, Isobel, Ascent to the tribes; pioneering in north Thailand, Chi- 
cago, Moody Press 1956 315p. 275.93 K96 
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‘PUBLIC LIBRARY: 


GENERAL NEWS 
Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin and Edgar Tompkins 


Morin Takes New Post: Wilfred L. Morin, Public Library 

Consultant in the Library Extension Division of the New 

York State Library since 1949, will leave state service 

for Washington, D.C. to take up new duties on January 2, 

1957 as Library Extension Specialist in the Library Ser- 

vices Section, U.S. Office of Education, Mr, Morin, a 

native of New Hampshire, is a graduate of the University 

of New Hampshire and the Columbia University School of Library Service, 

He is completing his thesis for a master's degree in public administration 
from the Maxwell School, Syracuse University. 

During World War II Mr. Morin served as a Major in charge of pur- 
chasing and contracting, U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps, and on the staff 
of the Commanding General, Casa Presidio of Monterey, California, He is 
a graduate of the School of Military Government, University of Virginia, 
and of the School of Civil Affairs, Leland Stanford. 

Before coming to the Library Extension Division he was assistant in 
American history at the New York Public Library, assistant tc the executive 
secretary of ALA and head of circulation, Cornell University. 

Mr. Morin's many friends throughout the State will be glad to know 
that he has already found a house in Washington at 4547 MacArthur Boulevard, 
N.W. We have asked some of his coworkers, who have been closely associated 
with him, to "put in writing" the thoughts they have been voicing since 
hearing of his change of jobs, Alphabetically then, here goes: 

"Bij.1l Morin is a reader — so there was a bond right from the start. 
I happen to know that he has an extensive personal library. It was always 
pleasant to have him wander into the Book Information Section wanting to 
borrow this or that and he often helped by reviewing books of which he had 
special knowledge. He was always interested in The Bookmark, suggesting 
articles and ideas, and he has a real nose for news, I am glad for him 
that he has a larger scope for his ability. New York State should be proud 
to give a good man to our nation, Good luck, Bill!" Florence Boochever 

"We will miss Bill and his hearty laugh. His work in helping to es- 
tablish the first federated multi-county library system in the State chal- 
lenged us all, He was always ready to encourage others working on the 
initiation of larger wits of service and by his enthusiasm helped us keep 
our sights high." Jean L. Connor 

"Always ready with helpful ideas -— 

Always turning a sympathetic ear — 
Always good fun — 
That's Bill!" I. Marie Gustafson 

"It has been good to have Bill Morin's warm and spontaneous friend- 
ship, and it is good now to be able to extend to him in that same spirit, 
our own best wishes for happiness in his new position." S, Gilbert Prentiss 
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"The advent of Federal Aid to libraries is a milestone in ow’ pro- 
fession, Mr. Morin, because of his wide acquaintance with library prob- 
lems at local and state level, will bring a working insight to bear on 
the tremendous challenges of this Federal Aid." Jack B. Spear 
"We shall miss your infectious laugh and your enthusiastic interest 
in all connected with libraries -— materials, ideas, people. It is good 
to know that you are not deserting the profession," Marion H. Vedder 
"Bill is one of those people who possess a happy inquisitiveness 
about new problems and an enviable flexibility in tackling them, whether 
they be unescorted elephants on a mountain road in Vermont or the ram- 
ifications that go into the organizational work of a multi-county library 
service system, We are proud that the experiences of New York State, 
which in the comparative sense is a land of library plenty, can through 
the instrumentality of Bill Morin, help to enrich the Federal Library pro- 
gram which can mean so much to our rural people," Irving A, Verschoor 





Miss Wiltse Retires: Marian P, Wiltse, 153 Dana Avenue, Albany, who for 
30 years was Assistant Librarian in the Manuscripts and History Section 
of the New York State Library, recently retired, During her years of de- 





voted service, Miss Wiltse made many contributions to the fields of American 


genealogy, heraldry and local history, She is particularly well known to 
members of and candidates for membership in genealogical, historical and 
patriotic societies for her helpful assistance, 

Miss Wiltse is a graduate of Skidmore College and has taken courses 
at the New York State Library School in Albany, She has been a member of 
the New York Library Association, the American Library Association, the 
American Genealogical Society and the New York State Genealogical Society. 
She will be greatly missed by all who knew her personally or through state 
and nationwide correspondence, 





State Library Exhibit: During the months of January, February and March, 
an exhibit, "History of Bookmaking," is being presented in the rotunda of 
the State Library, The exhibit is being divided into two parts, The 

first, "Book Design and Book Illustration," will be on display throughout 
the month of January and the first two weeks of February, The second 
part, "Printing and Binding," will be presented during the remaining weeks 
of February and the month of March, The opening of the exhibit comemo- 
rating the 200th anniversary of the birth of Alexander Hamilton, announced 
for January 11 in the December Bookmark, has been postponed until April 4. 


Visits to State Library: An invitation is extended to all. schools and 
groups wishing to visit the State Library. Classes desiring a guided tour 
should make advance arrangements by writing to Mason Tolman, Reference 
Librarian, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York, 


A Chance to Recruit: The New York State Civil Service Department will 
hold the next written test in its program of recruiting and examining for 
professional entrance positions in state service on February 16, 1957. 

Library positions to be filled are in the State Library and in state in- 
stitutions, Applications will be accepted up to January 25, Preliminary 
application cards, Form XD-35 will be available at college placement 
offices; State Department of Civil Service offices, at 39 Columbia Street, 
Albany; lobby, State Office Building, Albany; Room 2301, 270 Broadway, New 
York City; Room 212, State Office Building, Buffalo; and local offices of 
New York State Employment Service, 
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Institution Libraries List Available: For anyone interested, the Booklist 
for Correctional Institution Libraries,covering books published from July 
1955 = June 1956, may be had upon request from Library Extension Division. 
This list was prepared by the Committee on Institution Libraries, American 
Correctional Association, of which Marion H, Vedder is chairman, In the 
future this list will be published as a feature of the Journal of Correc- 
tional Education, a quarterly which is available from Lt, Col, Paul B,. 
Watson, Director of Education, Maryland State Penitentiary, Baltimore, 
Maryland, at $1.50, This includes membership in the Correctional Education 
Association, 


Federal Aid Plans: Irving A, Verschoor will attend a meeting of the Ad- 

visory Committee on the Library Services Act in Washington, D.C. January 

14-15. The purpose of the conference is to consider problems involved in 
the administration of the legislation and to obtain suggestions from the 

Committee regarding future plans, 


ALA Notes: The annual midwinter meeting of the American Library Associa- 
tion will be held at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago January 29 - 
February 2 for the first convention under ALA reorganization, effective 
January 1, 1957. President Ralph R, Shaw will conduct meetings of the 
Council which now serves to a greater degree than heretofore as the ALA 
policy-making body, -—~ ALA's 76th annual conference is scheduled for June 
23-29, 1957 at Kansas City, Missouri, -- The ALA Awards Committee urges 
all library associations and ALA members to assist in the selection of 
outstanding librarians worthy of national honors to be awarded at the 
Kansas City conference in June. Nominations should be sent to the chair- 


men indicated in advance of deadlines as follows: the Melvil Dewey Medal, 
the Joseph W. Lippinicott Award and the Beta Phi Mu Award, to Robert E, 
Scudder, Free Library of Philadelphia, Logan Square, Philadelphia 3, 
Pennsylvania, by April 1, 1957; the annual Grolier Society Award, to Mrs. 
Frances Lander Spain, Coordinator of Children's Services, New York Public 
Library, Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, New York 18, New York, by March 


of Library Services, State Department of Education, Columbia, South Caro- 
lina, by April 15, 1957; two Trustee Citations, to Jerome Cushman, Li- 
brarian, Salina Public Library, Salina, Kansas, by March 15, 1957; the 
Oberly Memorial Award, to Whiton Powell, Albert R, Mann Library, Ithaca, 
New York, by March 15, 1957; the John Cotton Dana Publicity Awards, to 
Wilson Library Bulletin, 950 University Avenue, New York 52, New York, or 
to ALA Headquarters, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Dllinois, entry 
blanks to be received by April 1, 1957, but completed scrapbooks not due 
until April 15, 1957. 


SLA Meeting: The annual conference of the Special Libraries Association 
will be in Boston, Massachusetts, May 26-30, 1957. 


Chicago Graduate Library School Conference: The 22nd annual conference 
of the University of Chicago Graduate Library School will take place June 
19-21, 1957, and will deal with the subject, "New Directions in Public 
Library Developments." Special attention will be paid to the new stand- 
ards for public library service and the new Library Services Act, For 
further information address the Dean of the Graduate Library School, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, Chicago 37, Lllinois, 
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LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Edited by Jean L, Connor and I, Marie Gustafson, Library Extension 


Albany, The Harmanus Bleecker Library, Albany, featured a display of 
the "100 Best Books for Children." 


Allegany. The David A, Howe Public Library, Wellsville, was decorated 
for Christmas by the Monday Club and the Arts and Crafts Guild. A 
Christmas Book Store was operated in the library by the Hemlock Twig 
of the Jones Memorial Hospital Auxiliary for the benefit of the hos- 
pital, 


Brooklyn, Changes in school building design and construction in Brooklyn 
over the past 150 years were depicted in an exhibition presented by 
the Board of Education at the Ingersoll Building of the Brooklyn Public 
Library. 


Broome. The Binghamton Public Library employees will receive a seven per 
cent salary increase plus normal increment in 1957, Open House and a 
tea highlighted the Book Week exhibition at the Library. 


Clinton. The Friends of the Chazy Public Library held a tea in December, 


Clinton-Essex, A mesting of the librarians of the Clinton-Essex County 
Library Service System was held on December 12 at Plattsburgh. Matthew 
Tyborowski, Field Representative of the Social Security Administration, 
spokes, 


Columbia, A P.T.A, meeting was held in Hudson on the subject, "The Need 
of a Public Library in Hudson," I, Marie Gustafson was the speaker, 


Jefferson. The Depauville Library sponsored a Friendship Tea, 


Livingston. The Avon Public Library has installed a book chute in the 
library front door, The Dansville Public Library was host to all the 
librarians of Livingston County at a get-together tea on November 18, 
The Wadsworth Library, Geneseo, is sponsoring a Great Books Discussion 
Group, The Livingston County Public Library has provided rotating 
collections with pegboard display units to its member libraries, Top~ 
ics include hobbies, home planning, money, youth and art, 


Monroe, The Monroe County Library Club held its second annual fall dinner 
meeting recently in Rochester. Dorothy C,. Barck, librarian at the New 
York State Historical Association, Cooperstown, spoke on the subject, 
"The Continuing Use of Books," Officers for the coming year are: 
President, Walter Airel (Rochester Public Library); Vice President & 
President-Elect, Mrs, Betty Jane Connors (Churchville-Chili Central 
School); Secretary, Miss Elsie Garvin (Eastman-Kodak Research Library); 
Treasurer, Miss Barbara Davis (Nazareth College), 


Nassau, The vote on a bond issue for a new building for the East Meadow 


Public Library was defeated by a narrow margin but a new referendum is 
planned, Bids have been advertised for construction of an addition to 
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the Freeport Memorial Library building. Arthur I, Block told children 
and young people how he wrote his books at the Book Week celebration 
of the Freeport Memorial Library, The Nassau County Library Associa- 
tion held an Institute on October 3 at the Hewlett—Woodmere Public Li- 
brary. Sessions were held on work with children and young people, New 
Films, Building Plans, Paperbacks, Human Relations and Legal Problems 
of Libraries, Four neighbors have offered to honor borrowers' cards of 
the Lynbrook Public Library which was damaged by a $100,000 fire, They 
are Hewlett-Woodmere, Valley Stream, Freeport and Malverne. A social 
evening honoring the new children's librarian, Audrey Blackwell of 
Brentford and Chiswick, England, was held at the Manhasset Public Li- 
brary, November 30, The new Mineola Memorial Library building was 
dedicated October 21, Facilities include a music room and auditorium. 


New York. Dedication of renovated and enlarged quarters for the Fordham 
Library Center of the New York Public Library was held October 29, 
Entrances and stairways have been relocated, ceilings lowered, indirect 
lighting installed, new furniture purchased and a new wing added which 
houses an auditorium, There are a record-lending library and record- 
listening facilities, Administrative offices for the Bronx regional 
system are located here together with a 75,000 volume regional collec- 
tion, 


Niagara. “Because of her unselfish devotion to her community," Mrs, Lewis 
Smith, librarian of the Wilson Free Library for the past 17 years, was 
honored by the Wilsonian Business and Professional Women's Club, 


Oneida, Miss Lillian Potter, librarian of the Holland Patent Free Library, 
was greeted by friends and neighbors at a surprise Open House in the 
library in honor of her 90th birthday, 


Ontario. The Wood Library Association, Canandaigua, held an Open House 
to show the redecorated children's rooms, The Geneva Free Library is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary, 


Orange. The Mountainville Free Library has made building improvements 
with gifts from a local fund drive, 


Putnam, New quarters for the adult library have been opened in the Mahopac 
Central School, 


Queens, The new Glen Oaks Branch Library of the Queens Borough Public 
was dedicated October 22, It provides an area of 7,500 sq. ft. The 
Children's Room is on the second floor, There is a multi~purpose room 
for meetings, story hours and overflow reading space, The Windsor Park 
Branch Library of the Queens Borough Public Library opened November 13, 
It is a split~-level building with a capacity of 20,000 volumes, There 
are 7,500 sq. ft. The Queens Borough Public Library is sponsoring six 
weekly lectures on securities and investing, presented by financial 
experts from the New York Stock Exchange, 


St. Lawrence. The children of Canton sponsored a Children's Bazaar to 
raise money for the Canton Free Library Building Fund, -—- The Hepburn 


Library, Waddington, has on display a collection of model rooms made 
by the Girl Scouts, 
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Schenectady, The Schenectady County Public Library is presenting a Great 
Books Series, "Think for Yourself," on TV, in cooperation with the 
Mohawk-Hudson Council on Educational Television, From January 1 - 
January 30 programs will be presented at 11 a.m, == The Hudson-Mohawk 
Library Association met at Union College, Schenectady, November 3, 
Donald Smith, director of the Schenectady Museum, spoke on “Problems 
and Challenges in Developing a Regional Museum," 


Suffolk, The Suffolk Library Association held a dinner meeting at 
Patchogue on October 15 to discuss plans for a proposed Suffolk County 
Library, The Smithtown Library and the Kings Park Branch featured a 
Book Week display of books suitable for Christmas giving. The West 
Islip Library Association is conducting a fund raising and membership 


campaign, prior to opening early in 1957, 


Sullivan, As a part of Book Week celebration at the Crawford Memorial 
Library, Monticello, a young people's room has been opened, The 
Jewish Community Center presented the library with an Israel encyclo- 
pedia during Jewish Book Month, 


Tompkins, A county-wide meeting to discuss the plan for a Tompkins County 
Federated Library System was held in Ithaca, November 19, The Friends 
of the Cornell Public Library, Ithaca, held their annual book sale, 
November 5 to 10, On November 8 they sponsored a program at which 
Prof, William Keast spoke on "Detective Stories," 


Ulster. The Sarah Hull Hallock Free Library of Milton has been given a 
large painting of a "Hudson River Scene" by the artist, James Scott, 
The interior of the library has been redecorated, 


Westchester, The Friends of the Harrison library have asked the Town 
Board for $250,000 and land for a new library, The Mamaroneck Free 
Library celebrated its 34th anniversary on November 15, Grinton I, 
Will, Director of the Yonkers Public library,was the principal speaker, 
A parents! night program was held at the Mount Vernon Public Library 
during Book Week, Mrs, Jean Fritz spoke on "Books Are a Family Affair," 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 


Edited by Irving A, Verschoor, library Extension 


Harvey, John F, "Action Manual for Library Recruiters," Wilson Library 
Bulletin, September, 1956 (Copies of this manual are available from 
John la Librarian, Kansas State Teachers College, Pittsburg, 
Kansas 
To help busy librarians cope with a serious shortage of qualified per- 

sonnel, this practical, how-to-do-it manual, sponsored by the ALA Joint 

Committee on Library Work as a Career, was written by the committee chair- 

man, His opening note is that we should be proud of ow profession, Mr. 

Harvey suggests that, through personal contacts, by forming a library 

club, establishing an internship, scholarship or loan fund and working 

closely with high school and college vocational officers, the librarian 
can do much to recruit students and indicate job opportunities and satis- 
factions, A strong point is the great diversity of work in the field 
which may interest young people of varying potentials, "Prospects should 
be above average in scholastic record and emotional maturity," writes Mr, 

Harvey, who contends that quality should be a more important consideration 

than quantity in recruiting for the profession, 

In addition to attractive posters, leaflets and exhibits, a library 
career day is an excellent device for "selling" the library to high school 
students. Associations that have active recruitment programs and ALA 
accredited library schools are listed, There is also a selective bibli- 
ography of recruiting, The "Directory of Scholarships," available without 
charge from ALA, suggests means of financial aid to students interested 
in attending library school, 

This pamphlet bristles with useful suggestions for recruiting and is 
highly recommended, 


Levy, Anna J.V. Other people's children, Ronald Press, 1956, $3.75. 

In her eight years of experience on juvenile court bench, Judge levy 
has had opportunity to observe some 30,000 "cases," She here gives lay 
readers a grasp of the various problems a judge must face and try to help 
by wise decisions, There is much emotional impact in these graphic de- 
scriptions of other people's children and perhaps a clearer view of our 
own responsibilities, M.H.V. 


Clinebell, Howard J., Jr. Understanding and counseling the alcoholic 
through religion and psychology, Abingdon, 1956. $3.75. 

Dr, Clinebell is especially qualified to write this important and help- 
ful book on alcoholism, A Methodist minister (Great Neck, New York) and 
a college lecturer (New York University), he has had two specialized pe- 
riods of study, one, at William A, White Institute of Psychiatry in New 
York (1948-51), and the other, at the Yale Summer School of Alcohol Stud- 
ies, Fort Worth, Texas (1949), in addition to his pretraining. 

The book is arranged in three parts, The first deals with understanding 
an alcoholic, The second explains various religious approaches toward 
helping the alcoholic and the third discusses the minister's approach -- 
the ethical problem, ground work and principles for counseling alcoholics, 
helping the family and prevention of alcoholism, 

Comprehensive and readable, this should have much value and interest 
for the professional worker or anyone sincerely concerned with the effect 
of alcoholism on the individual, his family, neighbors or friends, M.H.V. 


The Bookmark -100- January, 1957 
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INVENTORY: JANUARY, 1957 


A Librarian's Private Inquiry 


Time for stocktaking: assessing gains and losses, forming resolu- 
tions for the year ahead. 


Gains for the profession in 1956: 
Passing of the Library Services Act, authorizing the appropriation 


of $7,500,000 for a five-year period to develop library resources in 
rural areas of 10,000 population or less, 


Establishment by the Ford Foundation of the National Council on 
Library Resources with a grant of $5,000,000 for five years to support 
research and the development of techniques to help solve library problems, 


Preparation by the National Book Committee of "Reading Aloud Book- 
shelves" to be set up in industrial plants or other organizations where 
employees can borrow readily available books to take home for their chil- 
dren, 


The continued fine thinking of the American Book Publishers Council, 
courageously expressed in its quarterly, Censorship Bulletin, 


Reorganization of the American Library Association to serve better 
its membership and the book world, 


Plans of the Joint Committee on Reading Development, composed of 
libraries and publishers, including a National Library Week, 


The publication of 13,000 titles, more paperbacks and a ten per 
cent increase in sales over 1955, despite TV, which, it is estimated, has 
diminished recreational reading but stimulated nonfiction and children's 
reading. 


On the minus side of the ledger: shortage of personnel, advancing 
publishing costs resulting in higher prices for books, large areas un= 
served by libraries, 


What, then, does a librarian resolve to do in this atomic age? To 
work for the substitution of books for guns? To read more? To awaken 
others! interest in books and reading? To be more professional? All of 
these things, to be sure, in a Private Inquiry which suggests that 1i- 
brarianship like parenthood stimulates more by deeds than words--and 
therein lies a germ for recruiting, Perhaps a librarian's resolution for 
1957 should be an affirmation of the importance of books as idea-carriers 
in our sharply divided world, Books and all the other communications 
media contained in the modern library can help in the Middle East crisis 
and in the Hungarian revolt, They can fortify and educate toward our 
ideal of democracy, 





